
Ruth Dukes 
 
16/6/20 
Dear Clerk, dear Convenor 
 
It goes without saying that no one should ever have to work in conditions that pose a 
risk to their health.  It should also go without saying that children have a right to an 
education and that the state has a corresponding obligation to provide one.  In 
planning a return to school for children across Scotland in August of this year, these 
are the two key principles that require to be respected and reconciled.  
 
It was with alarm and growing anger that I read the letter sent on Friday 12 June, 
2020 by Edinburgh City Council.  The council suggested that, beginning 12 August, 
each child will attend school for only 1.3 days per week, as averaged out across a 
number of weeks. School will break for summer one week early in June 2021. 
 
It is easy to see that if this plan is implemented, the consequences for children in 
Scotland will be dire. Those with parents who have the financial means may find an 
escape route via private schools or private tutors. The rest will sit at home alone - not 
for a small portion of each week, but for almost four out of five 'school' days. 
Inequalities in educational attainments and social skills will increase immediately and 
dramatically and for some - especially for those in the final years of secondary 
school - there will be no opportunity to catch up. Ever. 
 
The implications of the Council's plan for working parents are also dire. Again, the 
wealthier among us may find ways of paying for childcare individually. Or we will 
continue to 'juggle' paid work and home-schooling, suffering overwork, stress, and 
anxiety as we do so, knowing every day that we are failing at both. Lower paid 
women and especially single mothers may find that they have no choice but to give 
up their paid employment altogether. High and low paid alike may eventually be 
'eased out' of employment, in one way or another, as employers react to their lack of 
availability or reduced productivity. 
 
I write as a working mother concerned about my own children's education, my 
friends' and neighbours' children, and as a citizen concerned about the future of the 
country. I note that it is a stated aim of this Government to reduce socio-economic 
inequalities in Scotland.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Ruth Dukes LLB LLM PhD 
 
Professor of Labour Law 
 


